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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIFICATION 

 

Section 107—Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public 

Delete Subsection 107.23 and substitute the following: 

 107.23 Environmental Considerations 

A. Construction 

Erosion control measures shall be installed, to the greatest practical extent, prior to clearing and grubbing. Particular care 

shall be exercised along stream buffers, wetlands, open waters and other sensitive areas to ensure that these areas are not 

adversely affected. 

Construction equipment shall not cross streams, rivers, or other waterways except at temporary stream crossing 

structures approved by the Engineer. 

Construction activities within wetland areas are prohibited except for those within the construction limits as shown on 

the Plans and as specified in Subsection 107.23.E. 

All sediment control devices (except sediment basins) installed on a project shall, as a minimum, be cleaned of sediment 

when one half the capacity, by height, depth or volume, has been reached. Sediment basins shall be cleaned of sediment 

when one-third the capacity by volume has been reached. 

B. Bridge Construction Over Waterways 

Construction waste or debris, from bridge construction or demolition, shall be prevented from being allowed to fall or be 

placed into wetlands, streams, rivers or lakes. 

Excavation, dewatering, and cleaning of cofferdams shall be performed in such a manner as to prevent siltation. Pumping 

from cofferdams to a settling basin or a containment unit will be required if deemed necessary by the Engineer. 

Operations required within rivers or streams, i.e. jetting or spudding, shall be performed within silt containment areas, 

cofferdams, silt fence, sediment barriers or other devices to minimize migration of silt off the project. 

C. Borrow and Excess Material Pits 

Specific written environmental clearance from the Engineer will be required for any sites not included in the Plans as 

excess material or borrow areas. No work other than testing shall be started at any potential excess material or borrow 

site not shown on the plans prior to receiving said environmental clearance from the Engineer. 

The Engineer will require a written notice from the Contractor requesting environmental clearance studies and written 

permission from the property owner at least six weeks prior to intended use of the site. The Department will not begin 

studies on such sites before a Notice to Proceed is issued. 



 

The Engineer will inform the Contractor in writing as to the granting or denial of environmental clearance. If denied, the 

Contractor may, at no expense to the Department, seek to obtain permits or pursue other remedies that might otherwise 

render the site(s) acceptable. 

Sites included in the Plans have environmental clearance and shall be used only for the purpose(s) specified in the Plans 

or other contract documents. Should the Contractor wish to expand or utilize said sites for any purpose other than that 

provided for in the Plans or other contract documents, specific written environmental clearance as noted above shall be 

obtained. 

D. Control of Pollutants 

Pollutants or potentially hazardous materials, such as fuels, lubricants, lead paint, chemicals or batteries, shall be 

transported, stored, and used in a manner to prevent leakage or spillage into the environment. The Contractor shall also 

be responsible for proper and legal disposal of all such materials. 

Equipment, especially concrete or asphalt trucks, shall not be washed or cleaned-out on the Project except in areas where 

unused product contaminants can be prevented from entering waterways. 

E. Temporary Work in Wetlands Outside of the Construction Limits within the Right-of-Way and Easement Areas 

Temporary work in wetlands (that are not delineated with orange barrier fence) will be subject to the following 

requirements: 

1. Temporary work in wetlands shall be accomplished by using temporary structures, timber, concrete, soil with 

geotextile fabric, or other suitable matting.  The area shall not be grubbed. 

2. Soil matting shall be protected from erosion in accordance with the Specifications.  

 3. Whenever temporary work is required in Saltwater Marsh Wetlands, all temporary structures and/or matting shall be 

removed in their entirety prior to Final Acceptance of the Project. Matted and compressed soils shall be backfilled to 

their original ground elevation with material meeting the requirements of Section 212 – Granular Embankment.  

4. Whenever temporary work is required in Freshwater Wetlands, all temporary structures and/or matting (exclusive of 

soil matting to be retained in the final roadway section) shall be removed in their entirety prior to Final Acceptance 

of the Project.  

Once the temporary materials have been removed, the area shall be covered by Excelsior or Straw blankets 

according to Section 713 of the Specifications.  The grassing and ground preparation referenced in Subsection 

713.3.03, “Preparation”, will not be applicable to this Work. 

5. The Engineer shall be notified so that a field inspection may be conducted to certify that the temporary materials 

were properly removed and that the area was properly restored.  The Contractor shall be responsible for any 

corrective action required to complete this Work. 

6. There will be no separate measurement or payment for this Work.  The cost associated with this work shall be 

included in the overall Bid submitted.   

F. Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

Some archaeological sites, historic sites, wetlands, streams, stream and pond buffers, open waters and protected animal 

and plant species habitat within the existing/required Right-of-Way and easement areas may be designated as 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAs (ESAs). These areas are shown on the applicable Plan sheets and labeled 

“ESA” (e.g. ESA – Historical Boundary, ESA – Wetland Boundary). The Department may require that some ESAs or 

portions thereof be delineated with orange barrier fence.  The Contractor shall install, maintain, and replace as necessary 

orange barrier fence at ESAs as delineated in the Plan sheets. 

The Contractor shall not enter, disturb, or perform any construction related activities, other than those shown on the 

approved plan sheets within areas designated as ESAs including ESAs or portions thereof not delineated with orange 

barrier fence.  This includes but is not limited to the following construction activities: clearing and grubbing; borrowing; 

wasting; grading; filling; staging/stockpiling; vehicular use and parking; sediment basin placement; trailer placement; 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/theSource/specs/ss212.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/theSource/specs/ss713.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/theSource/specs/ss713.pdf#X71303
http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/theSource/specs/ss713.pdf#X71303


 

and equipment cleaning and storage.   Also, all archaeological sites, historic sites, wetlands, streams, stream and pond 

buffers, open waters, and protected animal and plant species habitat that extend beyond the limits of existing/required 

Right-of-Way and easement areas shall be considered ESAs and the Contractor shall not perform any construction 

related activities (such as those listed above) within these areas or make agreements with property owners to occupy 

these areas for construction related activities (such as those listed above). The Contractor shall make all construction 

employees aware of the location(s) of each ESA and the requirement to not enter or otherwise disturb these areas. 

If the Contractor is found to have entered an ESA, either within or outside the project area, for any purpose not 

specifically shown on the approved plan sheets, the Department may, at its discretion, issue a stop work order for all 

activities on the project except erosion control and traffic control until such time as all equipment and other items are 

removed and the ESA is restored to its original condition. 

However, should damage to an ESA occur as a result of the Contractor’s action in violation of this section, and 

notwithstanding any subsequent correction by the Contractor, the Contractor shall be liable for any cost arising from 

such action, including but not limited to, the cost of repair, remediation of any fines, or mitigation fees assessed against 

the Department by another government entity. 
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